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LAUNCH OF MSME DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

The Government of Samoa on Thursday, 1
st
 April 2021 launched its new Micro, Small and Medium Sized 

Enterprise (MSME) Development Policy. Its vision is: 

“Samoa will have a sustainable and globally competitive MSME sector that contributes to growth in 

GDP, employment and exports”.  

 

It is estimated that there are 4,000 SMEs in Samoa and a large, unknown number of micro enterprises  

 

“This Policy recognises the importance of MSMEs to the national economy and local livelihoods”, says 

Minister of Commerce Industry and Labour, Honourable Lautafi Fio Selafi Joseph Purcell. “This is why 

we have developed a MSME Development Policy to focus efforts in developing Samoa’s MSME sector 

over the next five years.” 

 

The Policy was developed by a small team of Consultants in collaboration with the Ministry of Commerce 

Industry and Labour (MCIL), Palladium Australia and Ākina Foundation (NZ). Funding was provided by 

New Zealand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade under the Samoa Private Sector Development 

Programme (PSDP). 

 

The Policy was developed following extensive consultations earlier this year across the private sector, 

financial sector, development partners, and Government. It has six thematic goals to support economic 

growth: 

 

1. Development of supportive institutional and regulatory frameworks.  

2. Provision of appropriate business advice and support.  

3. Availability of finance, financial services and investment.  

4. Supply of enabling infrastructure.  

5. Availability of an appropriately skilled labour force.  

6. Advancement of a culture of entrepreneurship and innovation.  

  

A total of 22 strategies for achieving these goals are detailed in the Policy, with varying levels of priority. 

The full Policy is available on request from MCIL’s Industry Development and Investment Promotion 

Division.  

 

“While this Policy was largely drafted before the Covid-19 crisis, its goals and strategies are even more 

relevant today, as MSMEs struggle to rejuvenate themselves after a really tough 2020”, explains CEO of 

MCIL, Pulotu Lyndon Chu Ling.  

 

“My Ministry is committed to helping Samoan MSMEs to weather the current economic storm, and get 

back to growth in 2021.”  
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